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developments  began  to  shov  up 


on  the' horizon  this  past  week  -  in  milk  and'  vool,  vheat  and  other  grains^ 
hay  and  pasture  seed^  and  peanuts.   ...  On  May  25^  representatives  of  the 
dairy  industry  and  the  USDA  meet  to  carry  forarard  their  discussions  begun 
in  April  to  improve  milk  marketing  orders  and  procedures.   .   .  Yesterday 
the  Department  did  away  v/ith  any  uncertainty  regarding  prices  of  CCC-owned 
wool  for  most  of  this  wool-clip  year,  by  continuing  present  minimum  sales 
prices  until  November  1.    Between  now  and  November  1,  the  Wool  Merchandis- 
ing Advisory  Committee  will  meet  with  USDA  officials  to  help  develop  a  new 
sales  policy  to  reduce  CCC  wool  stocks  within  2  years  with  the  least  effect 
on  the  market.   .   .   .Early  in  the  suimer  USDA  officials  plan  to  m.eet  with 
wheat  growers  J  shippers,^  ■v  rare  housemen^  millers,  and  others  to  revie^^r  wheat 
standards  to  see  what  changes  are  needed  to  make  them  more  useful  in  selling 
wlieat  -  especially  abroad.     Possible  improvements  will  be  submitted  for 
public  consideration.   .   .   .Wednesday-  USDA  announced  the  expansion  of  the 
list  of  farm  products  which  CCC  can  barter  for  strategic  materials  pro- 
duced abroad.     Oats^  grain  sorghums,  barley,  and  vje ,  as  well  as  wheat, 
com^  and  dairy  products  can  now  be  e:>:changed  for  storable  foreign- 
produced  materials ... .For  the  coming  year  beginning  the  first  of  July, 
CCC  will  sell' its  hay  and  pasture  seeds  much  the  same  way  as  it  is  doing 
this  current  year  so  as  to  move  remaining  Government  stocks  of  these  seed 
without  affecting  market  prices  adversely  and  causing  undue  losses  to  seed 
producers.     These  plans  are  for  sales  here  at  home.     The  Department  will 
continue  to  try  to  find  export  outlets  for  seeds ^  at  such  times  and  in 
such  a  way  as  to  minimize  any  effect  on  domestic  markets.   .   .   .  Because 
of  the  extremely  small  carryover  of  peanuts  resulting  from  the  short  crop 
last  year  and  probably  smaller  crops  fi'om  this  year's  acreage  than  was  ex- 
pected at  the  time  peanut  marketing  quotas  were  determined  last  fall,  tlie 
Department  this  week  announced  a  7^  percent  increase  in  the  peanut  market- 
ing quotas  and  peanut  grower  acreage  allotments  this  year. 


Better  Use  of  Dairy  Pastures 

USDA  researchers  report  strong  indications  in  this  country,  as 
well  as  in  certain  foreign  countries,  that  by  more  intensive  grazing 
management,  and  pasture  use,  output  of  even  our  most  productive  improved 
pastures  could  be  increased  by  20  to  30  percent.    They  admit  that  more 
information  is  needed  on  just  how  much  supplemental -grain  feeding  dairy 
cows  on  pasture  actually  have  to  have.    But  in  view  of  possible  lower 
milk  prices,  they  think  we  should  emphasize  that  milk  cows  on  intensively 
managed  pastures  may  need  little  or  no  grain. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shove  May  ih 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers ,    Features:     "Yellow  Clover  Aphid  Attack" 
with  Cecil  Herrell^  New  Mexico  A  &  Mj  and  "Storing  Water  Underground"  with 
Eldon  Dennis,  Geological  Survey,  Byle  Engler,  University  of  Arkansas,  and 
Jim  Moffet,  KLRA,  Little  Eock. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. 
EDT  "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     "Soil  Stewardship". 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m. .  . 
EDT.    Features:    rea's  20th  anniversary  celehration. 

Farm  Family  Serial  Leads  Abroad 

Godfrey  Basely,  the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation's  farm  man 
who  directs  "The  Archers"  farm  family  serial  with  a  reported  10  million  ■ 
listeners  three  times  a  week,  eays  "Taking  an  average  over  the  years, 
information  presented  in  a  dramatic  structure  makes  the  greatest  appeal. 
This  is  followed  -  but  a  long  way  behind  -  by  the  magazine  type  of  pro- 
gramme.   Then,  close  on  the  heels  of  these  is  the  discussion,  and  last, 
the  straight  talk. "    The  BBC  soap  opera  type  of  continued  family  life 
story  "The  Archers"  conveys  useful  agricultural  information  in  sly  collusion 
with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.    Godfrey  reports  that  in 
the  United  Kingdom  in  recent  months  "The  Archers"  has  topped  everything 
else  on  the  air  in  audience  rating.    Canada,  Australia,  and  Italy  also 
use  this  type  of  farm  program. 

Hov/  to  Get  Information  from  USDA 

Going  forward  to  you  with  this  letter  is  a  revised  list  of  sources 
of  information  in  the  USDA  Office  of  Information  and  the  various  agencies 
of  the  Department.     It  gives  names,  addresses,  and  telephone  numbers  of 
the  persons  who  may  have  the  information  you  want.     It  also  includes  an 
organization  chart  of  the  Department. 

Call  for  Milk  in  All  Forms 

Secretary  Benson  notes  that  the  milk  selling  and  promotion  pro- 
gram has  shown  substantial  results  in  the  use  of  more  milk  and  other  dairy 
products .    The  gains  have  lessened  the  need  for  the  Government  to  buy 
under  the  price -support  program  and  have  helped  bring  down  stocks  already 
acquired.    But  he  points  out  that  milk  production  is  expected  to  run  to 
near  record  heights  again  this  June.    As  the  milk  flow  swells  to  its 
seasonal  peak,  the  need  to  move  more  milk  and  dairy  products  into  use 
through  the  regular  channels  of  trade  presents  a  new  challenge.  That's 
what  all  the  emphasis  on  'June  Dairy  Month'  is  about  

In  its"June  Dairy  Month,  E.  G.  Honea,  Albuquerque  dairyman  says 
New  Mexico's  promotion  program  will  feature  a  state  princess  contest,  as 
well  as  newspaper,  radio  and  television  reports  on  all  phases  of  the 
dairy  industry.    Local  June  Dairy  Month  committees  will  help  develop  and 
coordinate  the  advertising  and  selling  program  at  the  county  level. 
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Army -Worm  Progress  r.eport 

During  the  next  few  weeks ^  the  Army -worm  threat  could  go  either 
way.    But  entomologists  of  the  Co-op  State-Federal  Insect  Pest  Survey  re- 
port further  outhreaks  of  this  pest  this  past  week.    They  frankly  fear 
farmers  may  te  in  for  considerable  trouhle  with  this  insect  this  year. 
Outbreaks  have  already  occurred  in  northern  Louisiana^  western  and 
northern  Alabama^  central  Georgia^  middle  Tennessee,  and  eastern  South 
Carolina  and  North  Carolina.    Economically  important  infestations  have 
shown  up  in  southern  Missouri,  and  as  far  north  as  Kansas,  Illinois,  and 
Delaware  .... 

Sheep  Scabies  Program  Considered 

As  requested  by  veterinarians  at  a  meeting  in  Chicago,  March  1, 
USDA  researchers  have  now  outlined  a  proposed  Industry -State -Federal  pro- 
gram for  eradicating  sheep  scabies  in  this  country.    The  proposals  have 
been  sent  to  all  state  livestock  sanitary  officials  for  review  and  comment 
by  June  1.    Survey  inspections  are  proposed  in  states  where  scabies  has 
not  existed  in  the  past  12  months.     In  states  where  scabies  have  existed 
in  the  past  year,  the  plan  would  include  inspection,  quarantine  of  infected 
and  exposed  sheep,  and  dipping  all  sheep  moved  from  one  locality  to  another. 

Plans  also  call  for  a  short  course  of  training  for  program  work- 
ers and  education  to  improve  general  understanding  of  the  disease.  The 
tentative  plan  calls  for  disseminating  information  describing  the  disease 
and  its  economic  effects,  and  explaining  ways  of  preventing  and  eradicating 
it. 

Growing  Needs  for  Water 

In  a  talk  before  the  Joint  Natural  Lesources  Agricultural  Luncheon 
here  this  week.  Under  Secretary  True  D.  Morse  pointed  out  that  we  have 
reached  the  point  in  our  development  as  a  nation  where  a  paramount  ques- 
tion is,  "Who  is  to  have  water  and  how  much?"    He  said  that  our  needs  for 
water  are  now  such  that  we  need  to  look  for  the  most  use  of  all  waters 
from  the  time  the  rain  and  snow  falls  upon  the  land  until  the  water  finds 
its  way  again  to  the  sea.    We  can  no  longer  afford  to  permit  water  to  go 
to  waste  where  It  is  feasible  to* hold  it  and  put  it  to  use.    He  estimated 
withdrawal  of  water  in  the  U.S.  for  all  uses  has  doubled  every  2^->  years 
since  1900,  and  it  is  now  clear  that  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  our  fast 
growing  population,  extensive  further  development  of  water  supplies  will 
be  urgently  needed. 

Milk  Tablets  for  British  Children 

Eric  Englund,  Agricultural  Attache  in  England,  reports  British 
school  children  like  the  solid  milk  tablets,  suitably  flavored,  which  have 
been  tried  out  on  them.    The  Minister  of  Education  has  amended  the  regula- 
tions to  permit  schools  to  distribute  the  dried  milk  tablets  in  place  of 
recombined  milk  drinks  where  no  satisfactory  supply  of  fresh  milk  is  avail- 
able.   School  authorities  will  be  free  to  use  any  type  of  tablet  which  will 
provide  the  equivalent  of  one -third  an  Imperial  pint  of  milk  per  child  per 
day  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  that  of  fresh  milk. 


European  Farm  radio  and  Television 


The  second  quarterly  issue  of  "Farm  Radio"  News,  issued  in 
English,  German  and  French,  has  reached  these  shores.    Hilary  Phillips  of 
BBC,  London,  is  editor-in-chief;  Wolf  von  Tucher  of  the  Bavarian  Network, 
translates  and  issues  the  German  language  edition;  and  Raymond  Cherrler 
of  Radio  France  handles  the  French.    This  issue  contains  a  copy  of  the 
constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  European  Farm  I:adlo  and  Television  Associa- 
tion (EFRTA)  as  hammered  out  (mostly  "by  mail)  over  a  period  of  months  hy 
President  Harry  Hunt,  BBC  and  his  international  committee. 

Among  copious  quotes  of  U.S.  farm  broadcasters  is  a  resume  of  a 
talk  made  by  Ken  Gapen  at  the  most  recent  NATRFD  meeting  on  the  future 
of  farm  television.    Some  other  articles:     "Is  Farm  Radio  a  Means  of 
Advising?"  (von  Tucher);  "Farm  Radio  in  Eire"  (Jim  Norton);  "Farm  Radio 
in  Rhodesia"  (Michael  Nev/man);  "Farm  Radio  in  Scotland"  (Harry  Eogan) 
Reporting  on  an  inter -European  training  course  at  Saarburg,  Godfrey  Base ley, 
BBC  says  that  "V/ith  regard  to  sound  radio,  it  was  felt  that  farming 
generally  in  Europe  would  have  to  aim  at  a  more  attractive  presentation. 
It  was  thought  that  the  magazine  type  of  programme,  including  lively 
controversial  material,  would  be  most  likely  to  attract  a  large  number 
of  listeners. " 


Fact  Sheet  on  June  Dairy  Month 


Going  for\7ard  to  you  with  this  letter  is  the  Special  Plentiful 
Foods  Program  "Milk  and  Other  Dairy  Products  June  1955"    It  will  show  you 
how  the  dairy  situation  has  improved,  explain  the  supply  situation  which 
makes  further  improvement  necessary,  and  suggest  some  materials  you  may 
want  to  use  in  your  part  of  the  campaign. 


Livestock  and  Meat  Situation 


"Total  output  of  meat  this  year  will  register  its  fourth  increase 
in  a  row  and  reach  a  new  high.    Pork  output  will  be  up  most.    About  l8 
percent  more  hogs  were  slaughtered  commercially  in  January -April  than  last 
year,  providing  the  major  part  of  a  7  percent  gain  in  outturn  of  all  meat 
during  the  period.    Slaughter  of  hogs  for  the  rest  of  1955  will  continue 
greater  than  last  year  but  the  percentage  increase  will  be  less  than  re- 
cently.   Cattle  slaughter  for  the  same  period  will  average  as  large  or 
larger  than  last  year.    For  all  of  1955^  total  meat  output  is  expected  to 
te      or  k  percent  above  195^."    (This  is  the  lead  paragraph  of  the  Situa- 
tion Report  for  release  May  9.    For  further  details  see  the  Release.) 


r 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


P.S.  Alice  Skelsey  Is  back  with  us  in  Information,  working  in  both  radio 
and  television.    She  sends  greetings  to  her  old  friends. 
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To 


Radio  Farm  Directors 
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Dear  Farm  Director: 


Office  of  Infornfiot^on^ 


^ortment  of  Agriculture 


May  13,  1955 
Letter  No.  664 


Don't  schedule  aiijcl^f ^4fl5t©v/3i&tche2 ,  criwning  of  cantaloupe  queens 
or  sponsor's  sales  rallies  on  tTune  2P  f^^&SUL^tg^  ^2 .     It's  time  for  your  first 
close  look  in  three  years  at  what  goes  ' oTr~~iii[j/he  nation's  agricultural 
(yep)  capital.    Those  are  the  dates  of  the  spring  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  meeting  here  in  Washing- 
ton.   Headquarters  will  he  at  the  Hotel  Washington,  and  reservations  are 
already  pouring  in  to  Louis  Wilson.    Many  EFDs  plan  to  bring  their  families 
(kids  under  Ik  can  stay  there  without  extra  charge).    Hurry  and  fill  out 
the  reservations  card  he  sent  you  and  mail  it  "back  to  Louis.    Also  the 
personal  data  card  which  must  he  sent  in  if  you  wish  to  visit  President 
Eisenhower  in  his  office.    Tuesday,  June  21  is  "Dwight  D.  Day".    It's  also 
the  day  we  visit  farm  leaders  in  Congress,  and  take  a  ride  on  a  side- 
wheeler  on  Chesapeake  Bay. 

The  day  hefore,  Monday,  \ie  have  question  and  answer  sessions  with 
Secretary  Benson,  Ass't  Secretaries  Butz,  Peterson  and  McConnell,  and  Oris 
Wells,  Administrator  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service;  leaders  of  four 
farm  organizations;  farm  witers  for  the  wire  services,  and  writers  of  the 
Washington  agricultural  dope  sheets.    On  VFednesday,  those  who  Mish  will  go 
on  guided  tours  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Center  at  Beltsville.  Others 
may  follow  individual  pursuits.    There  will  "be  plenty  of  chances  for 
taking  home  tape  recorded  interviews .    RFDs  will  he  guests  at  most  meals 
and  entertainments.    There  will  he  plenty  of  entertainment  for  the  wives 
and  kids,  too. 

Soil-Water  Goals  in  Each  County 

In  USDA  Inter-Agency  meetings  this  week  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and 
Memphis,  Tenn. ,  SOS  Adm.  D.  A.  Williams  suggested  the  setting  up  for  next 
year  of  long-time  goals  for  the  wise  use  of  all  soil  and  water  resources 
in  each  county.    He  pointed  out  that  each  county  goal  should  he  worked 
out  hy  all  the  local  conservation  interests       public  and  private,  civic 
and  business       and  should  consider  all  the  resources  such  as  water,  crop- 
land, woodland  and  forest,  pasture,  range,  wildlife,  upland  phases  of 
flood  control,  and  related  problems.    After  the  goal  for  a  county  is  worked 
out  by  local  people,  Adm.  V/illiams  indicated  that  all  the  conservation 
activities  of  that  coimty  should  be  pointed  toward  accomplishing  that  goal 
as  fast  as  possible,  vrith  as  little  red  tape  as  possible.    As  he  outlined 
it,  each  goal  would  include  conservation  credit,  education,  technical  help, 
cost  sharing  under  the  ACP  program,  and  soil  conservation  district  opera- 
tions.   He  said  there  could  be  no  more  appropriate  time  for  the  beginning 
of  such  a  project  than  in  the  development  of  the  I956  ACProgram  for  each 
county . 
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Gro-wlng  Leaders  on  Small  Farms 

Speaking  here  Monday  on  "Great  Opportunities  for  America"^  Under- 
Secretary  True  D.  Morse,  the  man  picked  to  spearhead  the  development  of  the 
human  resources  on  non-mechanized  small  farms,  revealed  the  Secretary  has 
asked  the  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare  to  encourage  States 
to  start  pilot  operations  next  fall  to  provide  "better  vocational  training 
for  rural  young  people.    Mr.  Morse  pointed  out  that  about  four  out  of  five 
of  our  nation's  leaders  throughout  its  history  have  come  from  a  rural 
environment.    He  indicated  that  if  ve  are  to  continue  to  tap  the  pools  of 
leadership  and  potential  factory  and  office  vorkers  needed  for  industrial 
growth  and  national  defense,  we  need  a  program  of  higher  education  and 
"better  health  for  young  people  in  the  more  crowded  small  farm  regions. 
Also  industry  needs  to  expand  into  these  regions  to  provide  more  employment 
within  each  region. 

Why  Wouldn't  They  Squawk.' 

Elton  Tait,  Pa.  Ext.  R&TV  claims  their  Indiana  County  "Broilers, 
the  Buy"  on  WQED,  Pittsburgh,  made  history  last  week.    He  says  it  was 
probably  the  only  time  a  barbecuing  chicken  ever  actually  squawked  while 
over  the  hot  coals.    The  fellows  had  used  live  broilers  at  the  beginning  ■ 
of  the  TV  show.     Then,  while  they  were  talking  behind  a  film  clip  of 
chickens  barbecuing  over  a  charcoal  pit,  the  live  broilers  suddenly  let 
loose i    Now,  folks  can  believe  that  Pennsylvanians ,  too,  will  barbecue 
anything  that  will  hold  still. 

But,  Speaking  of  Poultry 

Yesterday,  the  Department,  Georgia,  and  the  broiler  industry, 
joined  in  dedicating  the  new  cooperative  poultry  testing  station  for  13 
southern  states  at  Athens,  Georgia.    Under  the  same  project  to  evaluate 
different  breeding  methods  to  develop  better  poultry,  regional  stations 
have  been  started  in  the  past  six  years  for  states  in  the  northeastern, 
northern,  wester^,  and  southern  regions.    This  southern  station  special- 
izes in  broilers,  the  northeastern  in  egg  production  and  poultry  diseases, 
the  vrestern  in  turkeys^  and  the  northern  in  egg  production.    The  station 
dedicated  yesterday  will  check  the  work  of  its  cooperating  st^ates  by  rais- 
ing broilers  from  eggs  sent  in  by  the  different  states  from  the  strains 
they  develop,  for  testing  in  the  same  environment  as  strains  from  other 
parts  of  the  region. 

And,  Talking  About  Eadio  Sound 

Ken  Thomas,  Mgr.  Kansas  State  College  radio  stations  K5AC  and 
KSDB-FM,  reports  they  featured  a  stereophonic  sound  brocidcast  recently. 
After  an  engineering  professor  explained  the  principles  and  previous  warn- 
ing to  listeners  that  they  would  need  two  sets,  one  AM  and  one  FM,  two 
tapes  recorded  simultaneously  over  the  two  stations  irere  played  back  for 
the  audience  to  get  over  their  tvro  receivers  at  the  same  time.  Listener 

response  indicated  they  got  the  three-dimensional  effect  okay  

.   .  .A  note  in  Bill  Drip's  impeccable  hunt  &  peck  typing  is  a  treat  anytim.e. 
He  writes  from  his  aerie  on  the  slope  of  Mount  Hood,  in  between  semi -weekly 
farm  shows  on  KOIN-TV,  Portland,  Ore.,  that  Jerry  Seaman  (Nat'l  Farm  and 
Home  Hour)  has  been  out  for  a  visit  to  relive  past  triumphs.    Bill's  health 
was  seldom  better  than  now. 
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3-D  Long -Distance  Party  Line 

Day  iDefore  yesterday,  REA  celebrated  its  20th  "birthday  with  two 
long-dietance  telephone  calls  "between  Vice-President  Nixon  and  Adm.  Ancher 
Keleen  here  in  Washington  and  a  farmer  co-op  horrov/er  in  California  in  one 
call,  and  an  REA  co-op  farm  family  in  lova  in  the  other  call.    The  conver- 
sations were  amplified  for  large  crowds  to  listen  in  at  receiving  points. 
Claude  Mahoney  for  CBS,  Station  KMJ  at  Fresno,  California,  and  KGLO,  Mason 
City,  Iowa  made  tape -recordings  for  future  use,  so  the  nation-wide  phone 
calls  were  given  a  third  dimension  -  -  or  was  it  a  fourth? 

Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  May  21 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. ^EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     "Meet  the  Maid  of  Cotton" 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  irith  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "International  Farming"  with 
Knowlton  Nash;  "Breeding  Meat  Type  Hogs"  with  Art  Smith  and  Wilbur  Bruner, 
Ohio  State. 

Corn  Borer  and  Army  Worm  Advance 

Cutworms  are  causing  damage  to  many  crops  in  many  States.  The 
Co-operative  Federal-State  Insect  Pest  Survey  also  reports  the  European 
Corn  Borer  infestation  three  times  as  heavy  in  Iowa  as  this  time  a  year 
ago.    The  Corn  Borer  moths  will  soon  he  out  in  Illinois,  where  heavy 
infestation  is  indicated.    This  could  mean  serious  damage  this  year.  The 
Army  Worm    infestation  in  central  Georgia  is  reported  heavy  in  corn  and 
grain  and  widespread  in  grain  fields  and  pastures  in  Tennessee  where  the 
entomologists  say  control  will  he  needed  this  year.    Meantime,  light  infes- 
tations of  army  worm  moths  have  already  shovm  up  as  far  north  as  Duluth, 
Minnesota,  and  Scarhoro,  Maine.    Entomologists  say  army  worms  are  now  out 
practically  all  over  the  United  States .    Time  and  the  weather  will  determine 
how  bad  they  will  prove. 

Farm  Youth  Partners  of  WTIC 

Tomorrow,  weather  permitting,  RFD  Frank  Atwood^  WTIC  will  broadcast 
the  "Connecticut  Farm  Forum"  from  the  picnic  grounds  where  the  Station  will 
be  entertaining  the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  farm  boys  and  girls  who 
are  WTIC  partners  in  raising  purebred  livestock.    The  stock  is  bought 
through  non-interest  loans  from  the  station's  $25; COO  revolving  Farm  Youth 

Fund.    This  year's  picnic  is  the  seventh  Colorado  A  and  M  News 

for  April  carried  a  picture  of  a  professor  using  two  way  radio  to  help 
coordinate  registration  in  range  management  in  two  buildings  on  opposite 

sides  of  the  campus.    Normally,  the  radio  is  used  in  fire  fighting  

A  couple  of  days  ago,  we  sent  you  the  release  about  "Soil  Stewardship  Week" 
starting  May  15,  calling  national  attention  to  the  need  for  wise  land  use 
programs.    Secretary  Benson  hopes  Soil  Stewardship  Week  will  become  an 
annual  event. 
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Brucellosis  Must  Go  "by  I960 


At  Chicago  yesterday  the  National  Brucellosis  CoMnittee  set  as  a 
goal  the  getting  rid  of  "brucellosis  in  this  country  "by  I960,    The  27 
cattlemen^  dairy  farmers,  educators,  and  State  and  Federal  officials  who 
make  up  the  Committee,  realize  that  this  is  quite  an  undertaking.  But 
Virginia  Tatum,  who  reported  the  meeting  for  research  information,  says 
the  amazing  progress  of  the  "brucellosis  campaign  in  the  past  five  months 
encouraged  the  National  Committee  to  adopt  the  goal  recommended  "by  the 
earlier  Southeastern  Eegional  meeting  at  Memphis.    You  rememher  that  last 
year  Congress  expanded  the  Bang's  program  by  authorizing  $15,000,000  more 
a  year  to  speed  up  the  cattle  testing,  etc.    Secretary  Benson  launched  the 
speed-up  last  fall.    Since  then  the  number  of  cattle  tested  in  the  program 
has  increased  121  percent.    For  further  details  on  Bovine  Brucellosis 
eradication,  see  the  Progress  Report  going  to  you  with  this  letter. 

See  ASC  Committees  on  Rice  and  Wheat 

As  a  result  of  recent  legislation  to  correct  inequities  in  rice 
acreage  allotments,  USDA  announced  yesterday  that  state  rice  acreage 
allotments  will  "be  increased  hy  over  68,000  acres.    The  Department  also 
announced  yesterday  that  special  "distress"  price -support  loans  will  he 
available  for  a  temporary  period  this  summer  where  ground  storage  is 
feasible.    Your  Agricultural  Stabilization  Committees  have  the  details. 


Among  Ourselves 

George  Menard  (formerly  WIS,  lately  producer  of  FAEMTOT'OT  USA)  has 

been  appointed  farm  director  of  WBEM,  Chicago  Recent  letter  from 

Jack  Creel,  KFYO,  Lubbock  said  only:     "I^  cow  died,  please  send  your 

recipe  for  corned  beef"    Is  Jake  Brofee,  with  his  3 -station  hookup 

in  N^ine,  the  only  EFD  who  broadcasts  daily  on  a  regional  network?  

Mary  Lou  Pfeiffer,  WRFD,  V/orthington,  Ohio,  uses  as  her  theme  the  tune 
*'Mary  Lou"  ....  Who  knows  of  more  husband  and  wife  broadcasting  teams? 

 A  letter  this  week  from  Wolf  von  Tucher  (Bavarian  Network,  Munich) 

saying  that  he  was  getting  info,  from  the  International  Bank  here  for  broad- 
cast, reminds  us  of  the  recording  we  saw  him  do  last  summer  on  top  a  working 
grain  combine,  at  a  state  farm  in  Bavaria.    Von  Tucher,  a  microphone,  the 
farm  manager,  the  president  of  the  combine  factory  and  I  were  on  top  the 
moving  machine;  a  tractor  was  pulling  it;  the  mobile  unit  pulling  a  generator 
trailer  moved  along  behind,  and  about  four  harvest  hands  kept  the  mike  cord 
from  getting  run  over.    It  took  Ih  minutes  to  complete  one  circuit  of  the 

field  of  wheat,  just  right  for  the  recording  T^'^enty  graduating 

students  of  the  National  Academy  of  Broadcasting  visited  the  Radio  and  TV 
and  Motion  Picture  Services  of  USDA  last  week.  Glad  to  have  these  future 
stars  and  tycoons  see  V7hat  we  have  to  offer. 


Sincerely, 

Layne/Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


P.S,    Roy  Battles,  with  his  new  ball  and  socket  joint,  navigates  now  with  as 
much  agility  and  aplomb  as  most  of  us.    Ken  G^ipen,  at  home  now  after  nearly 
three  months  out  of  circulation,  still  shuns  solid  food,  but  expects  to 
start  back  to  work  soon. 


RFO  LETTER 

To  A 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Jack  Towers,  of  this  office,  suggeste 


May  20.  I955 
Letter  No.  GG'j 


  ^  you  come  to  the  June 

20,  21,  and  22  meeting  of  the  NATRFD,  you  "bring  along  a  reel  or  tvo  of 
tape.    V7e  will  have  recording  facilities  arranged  here  at  the  Department 
for  any  of  you  who  may  want  to  record  officials  or  specialists  around  the 
Department,    recording  facilities  will  also  te  available  on  the  tour  to 
Beltsville  Research  Center.    Bring  your  ovm  recorders  if  you'd  rather. 

Joe  Tonkin  (Fed.  Ext.  Service)  says  he,  too,  will  he  happy  to 
help  any  of  you  in  covering  the  National  k-E  Club  Camp,  June  1^  to  23. 
That  meeting  overlaps  our  MTRFD  meeting  at  both  ends.    Joe  will  have 
recording  facilities  at  the  Departmental  Auditorium,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Mall,  opposite  USDA,  for  the  4-E  Club  delegates  and  RFD  delegates  \Tho 
may  want  to  make  if-E  Club  Camp  recordings. 

Eural  Development  Planners  Confer 

Secretary  Benson  has  called  a  conference  for  June  7  and  6  at 
Peabody  Hotel,  Memphis,  to  try  to  i.^ork  out  experimental  programs  for  rural 
development  inhere  there  are  heavy  concentrations  of  low-income  farmers. 
This  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  recent  report  on  "Development  of  Agriculture's 
Human  Resources."    Under  secretary  True  Morse,  named  to  head  up  the  program, 
is  witing  the  directors  of  extension  and  directors  of  experiment  stations, 
in  27  states  most  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  program,  inviting  them  to 
take  part  in  the  conference  with  Department  officials. 

l/heat  Acreage  Allotments 

Last  week,  the  Department  announced  the  national  wheat  acreage 
allotment  of  55  million  acres.    Yesterday,   the  Department  announced  the 
breakdown  by  states  of  that  national  allotment  for  next  year's  v^heat  crop. 
State  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committee  (asC)  offices 
will  determine  county  allotments  on  the  basis  of  the  state  allotments. 
Then  the  county  allotments  will  be  broken  down  to  individual  farm  allot- 
ments by  county         Committees.    Each  wheat  fanner  vlll  be  advised  of  the 
wheat  acreage  allotment  before  the  wheat  marketing  quota  referendum  on 
J^^^  Jus't  three  days  after  our  NATRFD  meeting  here.    Individual  farm 

allotments  will  be  determined  on  the  basis  of  \/heat  production  during  the 
most  recent  years,  and  on  tillable  acres,  crop  rotation  plans,  type  of  soil 
the  general  topography  of  the  farm.    They  will  vary  from  last  year's  figures 
because  of  the  new  formula  which  provides  for  bringing  allotments  more  in  ' 
line  with  recent  production  patterns.    So  although  the  total  national  allot- 
ment is  the  same  as  for  this  year,  State,  county,  and  individual  allotments 
will  differ. 
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Do  You  Get  Enough  Milk? 

The  anevrere  to  this  question  are  in  Home  and  Garden  Bulletin  No. 
k7  irhich  is  going  forward  to  you  vith  this  Letter.    The  Bulletin  tells 
you  hov  much  is  enough,  hov  to  estimate  hov  much  you  get,  hov  to  get  more 
milk  in  a  tight  budget,  how  to  buy  that  milk  to  advantage,  and  how  to  care 
for  it  after  you  get  it  in  the  house.    Its  purpose  is  to  help  promote  June 
Dairy  Month. 

Calf  Selection  No\r  in  Bag 

Soon  dairy  farmers  may  have  the  new  way  of  early  selecting  young 
calves  likely  to  make  good  cows  for  herd  replacement.    After  25  years  of 
tests,  USDA  dairy  researchers  have  announced  that  calves  rating  high  in 
mammary -gland  development  as  k  and  5  month  old  calves  have  also  proved 
high  milk  producers  when  later  used  as  herd  replacements.    Their  rating 
system  is  based  on  age  of  calf,  the  length  and  width  of  the  mammary -gland, 
and  the  shape  and  form  of  the  glands.    These  measurements  are  translated 
into  a  score,  ranging  from  1  to  9,  from  the  least  to  the  most  developed. 
The  system  is  navr  under  test  on  k-G  herds  in  15  states,  and  so  far,  more 
than  7; 500  heifers  have  been  scored. 

Down  to  Earth  on  TV 

David  Bateman.  associate  Ext.  Ed  in  North  Dakota,  tells  us  that 
for  some  time  now  they've  had  their  "Doim  to  Earth"  program  on  a  TV  network 
five  times  a  week.    Each  day  at  noon  the  program  covers  hO  of  the  51  counties 
with  what  they  hope  is  good  practical  down  to  earth  extension  information, 

via  KXJB-TV  Valley  City  and  KCJB-TV  Minot.  Ken  Thomas,  head  of 

the  Radio  Dept.^  Kansas  State  College,  sends  ue  a  map  showing  that  County 
Agents  take  part  in  TV  programs  over  KCKT,  Great  Bend,  KTVE,  Hutchinson, 
Wirow,  Topeka    and  KOAM,  Pittsburg.    Agents  from  more  than  half  the  counties 
in  Kansas  have  appeared  on  TV  over  these  stations.    Ken  expected  further 

expansion  of  this  activity  in  the  months  to  come   .  Harry  Hunt, 

BBC^  London,  and  president  of  EFRTA,  is  back  in  harness  after  1)  a  flood 
which  inundated  his  Sussex  farm  and  2)  a  slight  case  of  surgery. 

Wool  Growers  Gain  by  Good  Marketing 

Some  have  been  saying  that  it  makes  no  difference  what  the  \70ol 
grower  gets  for  hie  wool  -  the  Government  will  make  up  the  difference 
betvreen  that  price  and  62  cents.    Commodity  Stabilization  Service  officials 
point  out  tha.t  just  isn't  so.    They  say  the  rate  of  payment  will  be  a 
percentage  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole.     The  higher  the  price  the  grower 
can  get  for  his  wool  the  greater  his  payment.    With  the  rate  at  2k  percent, 
for  example,  if  a  producer  sells  his  wool  at  70  cents  he  will  still  get  a 
payment  equivalent  to  around  l'(  cents,  while  if  he  sells  for  hO  cents  he 
will  receive  only  10  cents.    The  New  Wool  Program  recognizes  wool  growers 
are  producing  an  essential  strategic  commodity  of  which  our  country  needs 
more  grown  here  at  home.    The  payments  are  designed  to  encourage  larger 
production,  but  under  this  new  program  it  is  up  to  the  grower  to  do  a  good 
job  of  marketing. 
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Boy  Scouts  on  TV  Trail 

At  Kansas  State  College  last  month,  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America, 
the  College^  and  commercial  TV  interests "in  Kansas,  cooperated  in  a  TV 
Workshop  to  acquaint  Boy  Scout  Executives  and  Adult  Volunteer  Leaders 
with  the  use  of  television  in  promoting  scouting  and  its  procram.  BS 
execs,  from  councils  in  Nebraska,  Missouri,  and  Kansas  attended.    It  \^as 
similar  to  workshops  held  in  Kansas  for  county  agents,  and  Glen  Rice,  of 
BS  Public  Lelations,  hopes  it  will  "be  the  forerunner  of  similar  Boy  Scout 
leader  workshops  to  he  held  across  the  country. 

Russian  Farm  Visitors 

As  you  may  have  noted,  the  U.  S.  Government  has  suggested  that  a 
delegation  of  about  10  agriculturists  of  the  Soviet  Union  visit  this 
country  during  the  growing  season  betv;een  mid- July  and  mid-August.  USDA 
will  help  the  delegation  plan  its  program  as  we  have  done  for  other  visiting 
foreign  agricultural  delegations,     .^ending  formal  acceptance  of  the  exchange 
plan,  no  definite  program  and  itinerary  has  yet  been  x/orked  out.    As  the 
idea  originated  in  Iowa,  the  Soviet  delegation  vrill  probably  visit  Iowa 
and  learn  firsthand  about  our  corn-hog  type  of  farming.     Iowa  State  College 
will  be  responsible  for  the  program  in  that  State.    The  University  of 
Minnesota  has  also  extended  an  invitation.    It  is  expected  that  the  delega- 
tion will  also  visit  other  farm  centers  of  its  choice  and  that  it  will 
spend  a  short  time  here  in  Washington. 

Add  30  Ships  to  Wheat  Fleet 

Yesterday,  the  Department  announced  that  30  more  ships  will  be 
used  to  store  about  7  million  bushels  of  grain,  mostly  last  year's  crop 
wheat  now  being  taken  over  under  the  price -support  program.    That  will 
make  about  100  million  bushels  of  wheat  stored  in  ii52  ships  at  four  east 

and  west  coast  locations  USDA  also  extended  the  farm  storage  and 

equipment  loan  programs  for  another  year  so  farmers  can  get  the  farm 
storage  they  need.    They  can  borrow  up  to  80  percent  of  the  cost  of  new 
storage  bine,  cribs ^  and  the  like.    For  loans,  or  details  about  them, 
farmers  should  apply  at  the  county  ASC  offices.    They  can  get  loans  for 
storage  of  wheat,  corn;  oats,  rye,  barley,  soybeans,  grain  sorghums,  dry 
edible  beans,  rice,  peanuts^  flaxseed,  cottonseed,  and  T/inter  cover  crop  seeds. 

Progress  on  Wool  Waste  Problem 

Willie  Fong,  research  chemist  at  the  USDA  Western  laboratory  in 
California  has  discovered  a  better  way  to  clarify  the  i/aete  water  contain- 
ing grec.se  from  wool  scouring.    Wastes  from  washing  wool  cause  heavy 
pollution  \:hen  dumped  into  small  streams.    Willie  Fong's  method  will  be 
explained  in  a  USDA  release  for  June  1.    That  release  will  also  tell  of  the 
remaining  problem  of  recovering  more  of  the  valuable  lanolin  from  the  waste 
mateiial,  "^rhich  used  to  go  do"vm  the  drain. 


Bill  Shomette,  KENS,  San  Antonio,  is  1955  winner  of  the  Fort  Worth  Press 
soil  conservation  award  plaque  annually  presented  to  the  radio  and  TV 
personality  "doing  the  most  to  help  the  conservation  movement  along." 


Fai'Di  and  Home  Network  Shows  May  28 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  S:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  FamHews"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "An  in-the-air  report  from  a 
feypey-iaoth  control  plane"  with  Bob  Simons^  Ext.  radio,  at  Amherst,  Mass.; 
and  a  "Visit  to  Front  Royal  (Va.)  Beef  Cattle  Research  Station"  with  Layne 
Beaty  and  Station  Supt.  Boh  Priode. 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. 
EDT.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     "June  Dairy  Month 
Kick-Off." 

Warning  on  the  U.  S.  Apple  Pack 

We  have  "been  strugglinc  hard  to  regain  our  pre-war  position  in  the 
international  fruit  picture.    But  Fred  Motz,  FAS  fruit  marketing  specialist, 
reports  that  unless  some  substantial  improvements  are  made  in  our  pack,  we 
will  no  longer  be  in  the  news  as  the  world's  leading  fruit  growing  country. 
Summarizing  the  U.S.  apple  export  situation  in  British  markets^  he  says  if 
we  are  to  share  the  market  places  with  our  competitors,  we  must  be 
competitive.    He  points  out  that  gaining  access  to  the  market  place  under 
existing  conditions  is  in  itself  quite  a  chore.    To  maintain  our  position, 
re  entry  having  been  gained,  will  likewise  take  a  lot  of  doing. 

At  the  Front  with  the  Army  Worm 

The  Federal  State  Co-op  Insect  Pest  Survey  reports  the  army  worm 
continues  to  develop  in  Tennessee,  and  some  infestations  around  Knoxville 
will  require  control.    Inf€sta,tions  are  more  scattered  in  Missouri  and  are 
not  as  bad  as  last  year.    Young  worms  have  shovm  up  in  Maryland,  Delaware, 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  entomologists  expect  the  probable  amount  of 
damage  to  become  apparent  in  a  couple  of  weeks.  .  .  .Army  cut  V70rms  are 
widespread  in  small  grains  and  alfalfa  in  Utah,  with  18^,000  acres  infested.. 
. .  The  Mexican  bean  beetle  has  shoAzn  up  as  far  north  as  Pennsylvania.  .   .  . 
The  potato  leaf  hopper  is  appearing  in  Illinois. 

19^!;-Crop  Pice  Support  Price 

Today  the  Department  announced  price  supports  for  'j;  crop  rice 
will  be  not  less  than  (jA.66  per  hundredweight.    This  is  85  percent  of  parity. 
The  big  increase  in  last  year's  crop  of  rice  resulted  in  record  quantities  - 
nearly  eight  times  as  much  as  ever  before  -  under  price  support  and  required 
establishing  rice  acreage  allotments  and  marketing  quotas  for  this  year's  crop. 

Hard  Working  Farm  Crew  at  WIS,  Chicago  (Maynard  Bertsch,  Dix  Harper,  Harry 
Campbell  and  Bill  Mason)  have  come  out  with  a  brand  new  schedule  of  l.lS's 
farm  and  market  and  weather  neirs  programs,  novr  that  Daylight  Saving  Time  has 
changed  a  few  things  around.    It  fills  up  txio  typeinritten  pages,  single  spaced. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaxy,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


J   I-  f  H  R  A  R  Yl 

RFO  LETTER 


0.  S.umni.v,t,,:  y-M;Kli:uT50, 

Roato  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


May  21,  1955 
Letter  No.  666 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Some  of  the  PFDs  have  been  asking  for  county -"by -county  figures  of 
the  new  agricultural  census  as  fast  as  tliey  are  availaole.    The  Bureau  of 
the  Census  says  it  i/ill  gladly  mail  such  data  to  anj-  RFD  requesting  it.  So 
send  your  requests  for  this  to  u£,  and  naFxe  the  counties  you  are  interested 
in.    The  reports  will  come  out  one  or  two  counties  at  a  time. 

While  you  are  getting  ready  to  take  a  close-up  of  Washington  and 
the  NATRFD  meeting  June  20,  21,  and  22,  a  numher  of  Department  officials 
here  and  in  the  field  are  focusing  on  the  "big  wheat  referendiam  set  for 
June  25.    Others  have  their  mind's-eyes  aimed  at  important  research 
developments.    Yesterday  in  talks  to  feed  manufacturers  at  Chicago,  and 
later  at  the  dedication  dinner  for  the  new  American  C„n  Company  laboratory, 
Secretary  Benson  outlined  some  of  the  Department's  research  service  to 
help  fit  farming  for  the  future.    This  morning  at  Chicago  and  this  after- 
noon a,t  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  he  will  hold  press  conferences  at  which  he 
will  discuss  these  and  other  subjects  that  may  be  brought  up.  Then 
tonight  (Friday)  at  Hutchinson,  he  will  make  a  major  address  on  wheat  at 
the  Kansas  Wheat  Improvement  Association  Field  Day.    The  wheat  carry-over 
July  1st  is  expected  to  prove  the  largest  on  record;  in  spite  of  acreage 
allotments  and  marketing  quotas  on  last  year's  jproduction.    Although  the 
wheat  crop  is  smaller  this  year  than  last,  the  specialists  figure  when 
the  new  crop  is  in^the  total  supply  will  still  be  large  enough  to  take 
care  of  our  foreseeable  domestic  and  e:xport  needs  for  more  than  two  full 
years . 


New  Emphasis  on  Wheat  Quality 

In  the  course  of  his  speech  to  the  wheat  improvers  this  evening, 
Secretary''  Benson  Mill  announce  three  current  developments  on  wheat  quality. 
First,  the  USDA  is  now  favorably  considering  possible  discount  of  inferior 
wheat  varieties  under  the  1956  loan  program.     If  a  realistic  program  can 
be  developed,  it  will  be  announced  well  in  advance  of  fall  planting. 
Second,  the  Department  is  reviewing  official  wheat  standards  v/ith  an  eye 
to  devising  new  standards  that  will  recognize  important  changes  in 
production  and  marketing  wheat  during  the  past  twenty  years.    Third,  this 
year  USDA  will  give  a  broad  scale  try-out  in  the  field  of  a  new  and  better 
\7ay  to  test  the  quantity  and  quality  of  gluten  in  wheat.     The  specialists 
hope  this  will  lead  to  a  practical  way  of  classifying  irheat  according  to 
its  suitability  for  baking  purposes.    They  estimate  a  simple,  effective  test 
of  baking  quality  and  classification  of  wheat  accordingly,  would  have 
enormous  value. 


USDA  Research  Business  iyfe,de  Regional 


And  here's  a  housekeeping  move  hy  USDA  researchers.    The  Depart- 
ment's research  administrator.  Dr.  Byron  Shaw  announced  today  that  starting 
July  1.  the  Research  Service's  administrative  and  housekeeping  functions 
i;ill  he  decentralized  to  four  regional  huslness  offices  at  Philadelphia, 
Alhany.  C.lif ornia,  Minneapolis,  and  Nev;  Orleans.    ARS  does  the  research 
in  the  production  and  use  of  farm  products,  and  also  administers  the  Federal 
control  and  regulatory  programs  closely  related  to  that  research,  including 
enforcement  of  plant  and  animal  quarantines,  meat  inspection,  and  control 
of  insect  pests  of  animals  and  plants.    In  addition,  the  Service  administers 
Federal  Acts  granting  funds  for  agricultural  research  in  Alaska,  Hawaii, 
and  "'uerto  Rico.    Most  of  the  AES  work  is  in  cooperation  with  the  states 
and  other  Federal,  public,  and  private  research  agencies.    The  regional 
"business  offices  in  the  new  setup  will  do  the  payrolling,  accounting,  buy- 
ing and  supply  operations,  and  administer  the  personnel  for  USDA  field 
stations  located  in  the  regions  served  by  each  office.    Business  for  AES 
in  Washington  and  at  Beltsville  x^ill  etill  be  run  from  Washington. 

imT-Iowa  State  Farm  Radio  Award 

Chuck  Worcester,  WMT  and  \jm-TV  tells  us  the  1955  WMT-Iowa  State 
College  Farm  Radio  Scholarship  \rinner  is  Stanley  ^feyer,  a  Junior  in  Agri- 
cultural Journalism.    Stanley  gets  a  $1,000  scholarship  and  will  work  with 
the  T'/MT  F-orm  Department  during  the  coming  summer  months . 

VP  of  MTRFD  in  DC  for  imTB  Meet 

John  McDonald,  v. p.  of  MTRFD  and  IFD  for  VJSM  represented  the 
dissociation  at  the  colorful  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Radio 
and  Television  Broadcasters  here  this  week.    While  in  town  he  made  a 
bunch  of  recordings  of  Department  specialists  for  WSM. 

Prospects  for  Farm  Commodities 

This  T/eek  USDA  economists  have  reviewed  the  output  prospects  for 
the  ne::t  fe\r  months.    They  estimate  that  this  year  total  U.S.  output  of 
meat  \:ill  chow  its  foiorth  increase  in  a  row  and  reach  a  new  high.  Pork 
output  will  be  up  most,  but  the  uptrend  in  hog  production  has  begun  to  sloxr 
up.    They  figure  milk  production  for  the  rest  of  1955  vrill  probably  amount 
to  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier,  although  some  months  may  show  a  little 
increase.  .  .   .  Egg  production  for  the  next  2  or  3  months  seems . likely  to 
continue  above  a  jeav  ago.    But  by  late  summer  farmers  will  have  fewer  birds 
in  the  laying  flocks  and  egg  production  will  run  5  percent  below  '5^  during 
the  last  3  or  ^  months  of  this  year.  .   .  .  They  expect  the  potato  crop  this 
spring  to  run  a  little  larger  than  last  spring.    The  earlj'-  spring  crop  was 
smaller  but  the  larger  late -spring  crop  will  more  than  offset  that  early 
reduction.   ...  If  the  '55  growing  season  is  near  average,  the  specialists 
expect  another  large  supply  of  feed  grains  next  year.    They  figure  total 
stocks  carried  over  into  1955-56  may  amount  to  nearly  a  third  of  the  average 
feed  grain  production  of  recent  years.   .   .   .  USDA  does  not  forecast  feed 
grain  production  until  summer,  but  the  season  is  reported  as  off  to  a  good 
start.     If  prospects  for  the  '55  feed  grains  continue  favorable,  feed  grain 
prices  are  likely  to  stay  belo\7  last  year  this  summer. 


Tiheat  Marketing  Cuotas  for  19^6 


In  a  few  days  the  Commodity  Stabilization  Service  will  distribute 
a  leaflet  on  i.'heat  marketing  quotas  to  growers  in  the  commercial  wheat 
states.    This  will  give  the  facts  which  farmers  need  to  know  when  they 
vote  in  the  national  wheat  marketing  quota  referendum  June  25.    They  have 
a  very  important  decision  to  make  and,  as  Secretary  Benson  has  pointed 
out^  the  choice  is  not  easy.    Under  the  present  law,  defeat  of  marketing 
quotas  would  mean  wheat  price  supports  for  the  '56  crop  at         c>f  parity 
to  cooperating  farmers.    But  there  would  probably  be  liti:le  compliance 
with  acreage  allotments  with  price  support  incentives  at  that  level.  On 
the  other  hand,  approval  of  marketing  quotas  will  mean  a  continuation  of 
present  production  curbs  along  with  price  support  for  the  '56  crop  at  not 
less  than  the  level  which  will  be  announced  before  the  referendum. 

Fact  Sheet  on  Grain  Sanitation 

Going  to  you  with  this  Letter  is  a  fact  sheet  on  grain  sanitation. 
The  Department  x.'ants  to  make  sure  that  each  wheat  farmer  knows  what  he  can 
do  to  keep  grain  clean,  what  the  sanitation  standards  are,  and  how  they 
will  affect  him. 

Less  Plant  Disease  This  Year 

Dr.  Paul  Miller  of  the  Federal -State  Plant  Disease  Warning 
Service,  reports  a  survey  just  completed  by  cooperators  from  the  Mexican 
border  up  into  the  Dakotas  shows  that  wheat  rust  is  very  light  so  far 
this  year  and  usually  the  situation  at  this  time  tells  the  story  for  the 
rest  of  the  year_,  and  that  story  is  the  same  for  rust  of  oats,  barley, 
and  other  grains.    Dr„  Miller  says  plant  disease  situations  are  better 
than  usual  for  tomatoes  and  potatoes.    Freezes  that  damaged  plants  this 
spring  gave  the  plant  diseases  a  setback  too. 

Other  Farm  Science  Ne\rs  in  Few  Du.ys 

Next  Wednesday  USDA  will  release  a  story  of  how  forage  crop 
scientists  at  the  Department's  Pasture  Laboratories  are  getting  a  better 
understanding  of  plants  by  studying  the  climate  near  the  ground  surface 

T/here  the  plants  grow  The  same  day,  Department  pest  control 

specialists  will  report  on  the  biggest  building -fumigation  job  in  history 
now  under-t.ray  in  the  southwest  against  the  tins'-  khapra  beetles,  rated  the 
worst  grain  pest  to  ever  gain  entry  into  this  country.    These  insects  multi- 
ply to  astronomical  numbers  so  fast  as  to  challenge  belief.  .   .  .  Next 
Friday  the  USDA  entomologists  are  expected  to  announce  the  most  widespread 
field  tests  yet  undertaken  of  the  use  of  systemic  insecticides.    These  ex- 
periments are  expected  to  supply  considerable  information  about  the  field 
use  of  this  new  way  of  killing  insects  that  damage  crops.    The  same  day, 
research  entomologists  will  report  2  years  of  tests  in  the  use  of  parasitic 
flies  to  keep  down  the  sugar  cane  borer.    And  entomologists  and  plant 
ph^'-siologists  will'   tell  about  the  dust  mixtures  that  protect  roses  from 
most  insects,  mites,  and  diseases  at  the  same  time. 


-  k  - 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  June  h 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  Kews"  with  Jack  Twere.    Features:  "June  Dairy  Month  Activities" 
with  John  Ryan,  U.  of  Kdi. ,  Dick  Haislet,  S.  D.  State  College,  Cecil  Herrell, 
N.  Mex.  State  College,  and  Maury  V/hite,  U.  of  Wis.;  and  "International 
Farming"  with  Knowlton  Nash,  IFAP, 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. 
EDT.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:   "Four  Outstanding 
Young  Farmers  (as  named  hy  Jaycees) 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m. 

EDT. 


Clear  Channel  Broadcasting  Service  "Agriculture  USA"  -  Features: 
"Efforts  to  Sell  Plentiful  Foods  "by  Home  Food  Trade"  with  Chester  Freeman, 
AMS,  and  Hollis  Seavey,  CCBS. 


National  Eadio  Garden  Show 


Jack  Towers,  of  this  office,  reports  that  USDA  researchers, 
Drs.  Warren  Shai;  and  Arlo  Vance  have  recorded  practical  suggestions  on 
"Weed  Control  in  Gardens"  and  "Insect  Problems  in  lawns"  for  early  use  on 
the'^National  Eadio  Garden  Short/. "    Jack  Boley  compiles  this  show  on  tape 
each  week  for  ahout  70  stations,  located  in  nearly  all  states,  except 
those  in  the  far  west. 


Some  More  Busy  BFDs 


To  your  growing  list  of  EFDs  who  manage  to  keep  more  things  going 
in  the  air  than  a  vaudeville  juggler,  add  George  C.  Biggar,  WLBK,  DeKalh, 
111.    George  is  president  and  general  manager  of  his  station,  as  well  as 
FFD.    In  "between  three  daily  and  one  Sunday  show,  George  performs  those 

management  chores  Boh  Carbert,  farm  editor  of  007,  Wingham, 

Ontario,  Canada,  says  he  dees  four  radio  shows  per  day  and  that  TV  is  just 

around  the  corner  Roberta  Clark,  FAS,  tells  me  that  Trinh  Due  Thong. 

who  is  studying  farm  broadcasting  in  this  country  as  representative  of  the 
Vietnam  (Indochina)  Ministry  of  Information  and  Psychological  Warfare,  is 
happy  with  Loyd  Evans  programming  at  B^/TO,  Springfield,  Missouri.  Next 
week^  Mr.  Thong  and  two  Formosans,  James  Chien  and  Sze  Peng  will  be  with 
George  Biggar  at  WIBK.    The  follovring  week  he  will  be  with  NBC's  Milt  Bliss 
and  with  Dix  Harper  at  WIS,  Chicago.    After  that  he  observes  radio  at  WFBM 
with  Harry  Martin  in  Indianapolis  and  with  Homer  Quann,  WSVA;  Harrisonburg, 
Va.  .   .  .  Everett  Bierman,  of  the  National  h-E  Club  Foundation  reports  the 
International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  is  a  grassroot  program  here  to  stay. 
Since  IFYE  started  in  '4B  about  5OO  U.S.  delegates  have  gone  abroad  to  live 
with  farm  families  in  more  than  hO  countries.    They  have  shared  their  ex- 
periences with  farm  people  in  the  U.S.  through  nearly  "^,000  radio  programs 
and  more  than  3^0  television  appearances. 


Sincerely^ 

- —  '~-N 

L&jn4  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  S:  Television  Sefvice 


